
Friends of the Boston Harborwalk

May 2025

The Friends of the Boston Harborwalk (FBHW) is a group of volunteers affiliated with
Boston Harbor Now. Our mission is to create awareness, promote public enjoyment, and
foster local stewardship of Boston’s 43-mile Harborwalk.

Sold Out Winter Harbor Cruise



Friends of the Boston Harborwalk Team (c)Tracy Johnson
Seated (l-r) are tour narrators: Sarah Ritch, Mike Manning, Jan Engelman, Steve Landrigan and Scot

Krueger. Standing (l-r) are volunteers Ann Hesenius , Kelly Merchant, Meg Farrer and Jackie Parascandola.

Our Winter Harbor Cruise, held on March 22, was sold out! 225 attendees enjoyed a beautiful day on
Boston Harbor. The two and a half tour of Boston Harbor was narrated by the FBHW team. The cruise
traveled around the inner harbor passing by all of Boston's eight Harborwalk neighborhoods. The
FBHW team discussed the history of the city, its harbor, and how much the waterfront neighborhoods
and the harbor continue to evolve – nearly 400 years after the city’s founding.

 

Upcoming Tours

Taxes, Freedom, Independence
Sunday, June 1

5:00 PM

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/friends-of-the-harborwalk-taxes-freedom-independence-tickets-1257472366699?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/friends-of-the-harborwalk-taxes-freedom-independence-tickets-1257472366699?aff=oddtdtcreator


Taxes, Freedom, Independence - Please join Liz Nelson Weaver on Sunday, June 1 at 5:00 PM
for a 75 minute tour of the Wharf District to explore Revolutionary War themes. The tour begins
promptly at the Boston Harbor Islands Welcome Center on the Greenway. Registration required.

Discover the Neponset: a River of History and Renewal
Saturday, June 21

10:00 AM - 12:30 PM
Discover the Neponset: a river of history and renewal - Please join Laurie Zapalac for a
delightful Saturday morning outdoors exploring one of the most beautiful river corridors in the
region on Saturday, June 21, 2025. This two-hour walking tour along the lower Neponset River,
Boston’s southern border with Quincy and Milton.

Together, we’ll uncover the unique features that have made the Neponset River a hub of human
settlement and a catalyst for innovation throughout history. From pre-colonial times and early
industrialization to the rise of major industries like the Baker Chocolate Factory—once one of
North America’s leading chocolate producers—we’ll trace the river’s evolution.

As we walk, we’ll also explore ongoing ecological restoration efforts and the recreational
enhancements transforming the riverfront today. Discover how neighborhoods along the
Neponset continue to embrace the river as a place of inspiration, relaxation, and renewal.

Please dress appropriately for walking and for the weather and meet at the Milton station T stop
(of the Red line - Mattapan trolley).

Exploring Castle Island

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/friends-of-the-harborwalk-discover-the-neponset-tickets-1268861672419?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/friends-of-the-harborwalk-discover-the-neponset-tickets-1268861672419?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/friends-of-the-harborwalk-exploring-castle-island-tickets-1273759491929?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/friends-of-the-harborwalk-exploring-castle-island-tickets-1273759491929?aff=oddtdtcreator


Thursday, July 10
6:00 PM

Please join Mike Manning on a special evening guided walking tour of Fort Independence at
Castle Island. This tour will focus on the history of Castle Island from the first fort (1634) to the
present day fort (1830s). We'll walk the perimeter of the fort and discuss Edgar Allen Poe, the
Quasi War, the Spanish American War, and the fort's present day recreational use. In addition,
we'll talk about the inner harbor islands, the massive Boston harbor clean-up, Logan
International Airport, and the Conley container terminal. Then we’ll venture inside the fort and
make our way up to the ramparts for a spectacular view of the city at sunset.

We'll plan to meet to the right of Sullivan's at the picnic tables where you'll see a blue pole
beacon with a small wind turbine and solar panel. All are welcome, but please only RSVP if you
plan to come, as space is limited. We also want to be able to contact you in case of inclement
weather.

Tour starts/ends at Sullivan’s outdoor picnic tables ~ 1.5 miles. Please wear comfortable
walking shoes and bring your own water bottle.

Dorchester's Port Norfolk
Saturday, July 26 

10:00 AM-12:00 PM

Please join Mike Manning for a walking tour of Port Norfolk in Dorchester. The tour will begin
at the gazebo located near Venezia Restaurant at 20 Ericsson Street. We’ll explore the
manufacturing history of Boston’s second port (during the 1800s) including Stearns Lumber
Company, Putnam Nail, and Lawley Shipyard. We’ll also discuss a proposed and significant
redevelopment of a section of Port Norfolk called Neponset Wharf. Tour begins/ends at
Venezia’s gazebo.

Total walking distance ~ 1.5 miles. Please wear comfortable walking shoes and bring your own
water bottle.

Preview Additional Tours and Sign Up

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/friends-of-the-harborwalk-dorchesters-port-norfolk-tickets-1305751420649?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/friends-of-the-harborwalk-dorchesters-port-norfolk-tickets-1305751420649?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/harborwalk-tours-3356619


For a view of all FBHW interpretive signage installed to date,
﻿please visit:  boshw.us

Fifth Annual Friends of North of Broadway (NoB) Neighborhood Association Earth
Day Clean Up﻿, hosted together with Friends of the Boston Harborwalk, on Saturday,
April 19 in the North of Broadway section of South Boston. Photo Credit: Ginger
DeShaney/South Boston Online 

We were thrilled to welcome 50 volunteers this year – some returning for a fifth consecutive year,
others first-timers – representing so many NoB residents and families, elected officials and local
businesses.

Together we cleaned all throughout the East First Street Park/Compass Park/Eversource Park/Boston
Harborwalk out to Summer Street, including removing debris from the banks of the Reserved Channel.
We also scoured and tidied 30+ blocks north of Broadway, including: all of the north side of West
Broadway, and Athens, West Third, Bolton, West Second, Dresser and West First, between E and
Dorchester streets; all of the north side of East Broadway, and East Third, Emerson, East Second and
East First, between Dorchester and L streets; and all blocks throughout King Street Terminal, including
K Street Extension, Elkins and Powerhouse streets and along Summer. 

http://boshw.us/


We kicked off the morning with coffee donated by Deja Brew and heard encouraging remarks from
District 2 City Councilor Ed Flynn and state Representative David Biele, along with South Boston
native and volunteer extraordinaire Friends of the Boston Harborwalk Chair Mike Manning.

For a third consecutive year, HRP (Hilco Redevelopment Partners), the company developing
neighboring former Edison Plant at 776 Summer Street, fielded a team of volunteers. And for the first
time, we welcomed a hard-working team from our neighbors at FedEx, who also generously supported
the post-cleanup pizza lunch for the group. We were also delighted to welcome Audrey Kang
from Eversource.

Special Thanks
We'd like to recognize Kelly Sherman - the Boston Harbor Now/FBHW liaison for
the last few years.  She has officially accepted a job with the City of Boston's
Office of Climate Resilience and she's currently winding down her time at Boston
Harbor Now (BHN) which will come to a close this Friday, May 16th.

Kelly: Sincere thanks for all the support and the behind-the-scenes work you
have offered the FBHW during your tenure as liaison. We will surely miss you!

Donate

STAY CONNECTED

https://giving.classy.org/campaign/646756/donate
https://www.instagram.com/bostonharborwalk/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/bostonharborwalk/?hl=en
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